[C] 


[E] 


‘In that case, in the Temple it should supersede [the Sabbath], but in 
the provinces it should not supersede?’ 


Said R. Jonah, “If it were written scripturally, ‘and you shall take 
before the Lord your God,’ I would have said that here is a limitation, 
and in the other place an extension; but [since it says] ‘and you shall 
take for yourselves,’ [this means] in any place;’ ‘and you shall rejoice 
before the Lord your God seven days,’ [this means] in Jerusalem.” 


4:4 


[A] At first they would receive testimony about the new moon all day 


long. 


[B] One time the witnesses came late, and the Levites consequently were 


mixed up as to [what] Ps. [they should sing]. 


[C] They made the rule that they should receive testimony [about the new 


moon] only up to the afternoon offering. 


[D] Then, if witnesses came after the afternoon offering, they would treat 


that entire day as holy and the next day as holy [too]. 


[E] When the Temple was destroyed, Rabban Yohanan b. Zakkai made 


[1:1 A] 
[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


the rule that they should [once more] receive testimony about the 
new moon all day long. 


Said R. Samuel bar Nahman, “Because of an event that took place. 


“Once an alarm spread in town, and the Saracens came and took them, 
and the Levites became disordered in their singing.” 


Said R. Aha bar Pappa before R. Zeira, “The colleagues asked before 
R. Samuel b. Nahman, ‘In the name of whom did Rabbi say it?” 


He said to them, “Am I like you who have many teachers? I said it in 
the name of R. Joshua ben Levi.” 


[E] And R. llla presents this basis of the law: For it is taught in a 
Tannaite formulation: “on the fifth day they sung, sing aloud unto 
God our strength (Ps. 81:2); and on the New Year they sang, ‘I 
removed his shoulder from the burden’ (Ps. 81:7). 


[F] “If the holy day fell on the fifth day, in the morning they sang, 
‘Sing aloud unto God our strength,’ and in the afternoon they sang, 
‘Removed his shoulder from the burden.’ If they came before 
Minhah, they sang, ‘I removed his shoulder from the burden.’ If 
they came after Minhah, they sang, ‘Sing aloud unto God our 
strength.’” 


